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Selling your home can be confusing, stressful
and time consuming. But the truth is, it doesn’t
have to be. That's why we've created this eBook,
to help Ottawa homeowners maximize the sale
price of their home, in the least amount of time. 

This eBook is designed to be your guide to
success, whether you're planning to list your
property in the near future or just exploring the
possibilities; We want to equip you with the
knowledge and strategies that can make a
significant difference in your real estate journey.

As a quick background, we’ve helped dozens of
families right here in Ottawa , to make the
buying and selling process seamless. 

Introduction:
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Before After

Curb Appeal Enhancements - Creating an Inviting First Impression

A well-maintained exterior not only attracts potential buyers but also sets a posit
tone for the entire property. Here are some practical ways to achieve this:

01 Front Door

A simple upgrade with big
impact is giving your front door
a fresh coat of paint or stain in a
welcoming color. It instantly
boosts curb appeal, helps your
home stand out, and leaves
buyers with a lasting first
impression.

Bonus Resources on
Painting Your Door:

Tip #01

Complete Guide on How to
Stain Your Door!
How to Paint A Front Door

https://www.qualityoverheaddoor.com/blog/how-to-stain-your-front-door/
https://www.qualityoverheaddoor.com/blog/how-to-stain-your-front-door/
https://www.benjaminmoore.com/en-ca/interior-exterior-paints-stains/how-to-advice/exteriors/paint-a-front-door


02 Exterior Cleaning

A thorough pressure wash of your
sidewalk, driveway, garage door, and
home exterior can instantly refresh the
look of your property. Removing built-up
dirt and grime gives everything a clean,
well-cared-for appearance and makes a
noticeable impact on curb appeal.

Before After

Bonus Resources on Pressure
Washing Best Practices:

03 Landscaping Maintenance

Keep your yard looking tidy by trimming bushes and trees, pulling weeds,
and removing overgrowth. Regular lawn cutting and simple upkeep help
create a neat, welcoming outdoor space that signals pride of ownership.

Complete Guide on How to
Pressure Wash Your Driveway
Video Tutorial

https://www.homedepot.com/c/ah/how-to-pressure-wash-your-driveway/9ba683603be9fa5395fab90ed7a1d7c
https://www.homedepot.com/c/ah/how-to-pressure-wash-your-driveway/9ba683603be9fa5395fab90ed7a1d7c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDUUCTxzc2k


06 Outdoor Clutter

Keep your yard free of excess items,
tools, and stored junk. A clutter-free
backyard feels larger, tidier, and
more inviting, which helps buyers
picture themselves enjoying the
space.

04 Enhanced Landscaping

Add color and charm by
incorporating flowers or simple
decorative accents. Even budget-
friendly pieces from local
marketplaces can elevate your yard
and create a more welcoming
outdoor space.

05 Pet-Friendly Adjustments

Make any repairs to damaged areas
on the lawn, and make sure the
yard is free of pet waste.  A clean
lawn not only looks better, but
signals a property that is well cared
for.

Bonus Resources on
Reparing Lawn Patches:

Repairing Lawns - Bare
Patches, Edges & General
Maintenance

Bonus Resources on
Decluttering Your Yard:

8 Outdoor Decluttering
Tips: Transform Your Patio
Into A Relaxing, Clutter-Free
Oasis

Bonus Resources on
Landscaping and Maintenance:

7 Curb Appeal Ideas 
for your home’s exterior.

Home Exterior Maintenance Tips

https://www.relentlessgardener.co.uk/blogs/lawn-care/repairing-lawns-bare-patches-edges-general-damage?srsltid=AfmBOooQgweYeqpgTw9wJK555mTZdApOONdRtFMITLMYOojceVabap1X
https://www.relentlessgardener.co.uk/blogs/lawn-care/repairing-lawns-bare-patches-edges-general-damage?srsltid=AfmBOooQgweYeqpgTw9wJK555mTZdApOONdRtFMITLMYOojceVabap1X
https://www.relentlessgardener.co.uk/blogs/lawn-care/repairing-lawns-bare-patches-edges-general-damage?srsltid=AfmBOooQgweYeqpgTw9wJK555mTZdApOONdRtFMITLMYOojceVabap1X
https://tidiedbyk.com/outdoor-decluttering-tips/
https://tidiedbyk.com/outdoor-decluttering-tips/
https://tidiedbyk.com/outdoor-decluttering-tips/
https://tidiedbyk.com/outdoor-decluttering-tips/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFrNo9pnTkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFrNo9pnTkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFrNo9pnTkI
https://makeitright.ca/holmes-advice/home-safety-maintenance/top-3-exterior-home-maintenance-tasks/


Before

07 Window Cleaning

Clean windows make a bigger
impact than most people realize.
Clear, streak-free glass instantly
signals that a home is cared for and
well maintained. Regularly washing
your windows keeps them bright,
inviting, and presentation-ready.

After

Bonus Resources on
Window Cleaning:

How To Clean Windows Like
a PRO | 5 TIPS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KjlsEZvdyg0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KjlsEZvdyg0


01 Fresh Paint

A fresh coat of paint instantly
refreshes and brightens a home.
Stick to neutral tones with broad
appeal, allowing buyers to easily
imagine their own style in the
space. Soft, timeless colours work
best and pair well with a wide
range of décor and furnishings.

Brighten Your Home: The Impact of Fresh Paint and Modern
Lighting

Bonus Resources for Painting:

When it comes to boosting your home’s appeal and maximizing value, few
updates are as effective as fresh paint and updated lighting. These simple
improvements can dramatically enhance your living spaces and create a
warm, inviting atmosphere for buyers.

Tip #02

Neutral & Modern Paint
Colours

https://www.benjaminmoore.com/en-ca/paint-colours/neutral
https://www.benjaminmoore.com/en-ca/paint-colours/neutral


02 Modern Lighting

Lighting plays a key role in how a
home feels. Modern, energy-
efficient fixtures brighten rooms,
create a welcoming atmosphere,
and add a subtle contemporary
touch. Even simple updates, like
replacing outdated ceiling lights,
can make a noticeable difference in
how a space is perceived.

Light switches and electrical
outlets also play a role in your
home’s overall presentation.
Replacing flickering lights or
outdated, non-white switches
with modern white flat-style
switches creates a cleaner, more
updated look throughout the
home.

Bonus Resources for
Painting:

Before After

Ceiling Fixtures From Cost

Light Switches From Home
Depot

Modern Light Switches From
Amazon

https://www.costco.ca/s?dept=All&keyword=ceiling+light
https://www.homedepot.ca/en/home/categories/building-materials/electrical/dimmers-switches-and-outlets/light-switches.html
https://www.homedepot.ca/en/home/categories/building-materials/electrical/dimmers-switches-and-outlets/light-switches.html
https://www.amazon.ca/s?k=amazon+light+switches&gad_source=1&hvadid=788543696589&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9000662&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=9430681738485306403--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=9430681738485306403&hvtargid=kwd-316300155323&hydadcr=23965_13886340&mcid=4a940ad1783d308cba219b991041d807&tag=googcana-20&ref=pd_sl_58xfrr9mou_e
https://www.amazon.ca/s?k=amazon+light+switches&gad_source=1&hvadid=788543696589&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9000662&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=9430681738485306403--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=9430681738485306403&hvtargid=kwd-316300155323&hydadcr=23965_13886340&mcid=4a940ad1783d308cba219b991041d807&tag=googcana-20&ref=pd_sl_58xfrr9mou_e


In the bathrooms, consider replacing
outdated GFCI outlets with modern
white ones to create a cohesive and
contemporary look.  Click the link below
to purchase GCFI Switches

For electrical outlets, opt for white rectangular ones, which are
considered more modern and appealing than circular ones. You can
even choose outlets with USB ports for added convenience.

Different Types of Light Switches

 Buy Now

https://www.amazon.ca/s?k=Bathroom+light+switches&crid=2WEYPY50JNR9S&sprefix=bathroom+light+swit%2Caps%2C265&ref=nb_sb_noss_2


02 Year-Round Landscaping

Choose low-maintenance, winter-hardy
plants and shrubs to keep your yard
looking structured and intentional
throughout the year. Even in colder
months, clean landscaping and defined
garden beds help reinforce curb appeal
and pride of ownership.

03 Outdoor Lighting

Well-planned outdoor lighting adds both
function and atmosphere. Soft pathway
lights, accent lighting on landscaping, or
subtle exterior fixtures improve evening curb
appeal and make the home feel warm,
secure, and inviting to buyers.

01 Heated Deck or Patio

 Creating a comfortable outdoor space can
significantly increase buyer interest. While
built-in heated patios can be costly, a more
practical option is adding a quality outdoor
heater. This allows buyers to imagine using
the space beyond summer without a major
upfront investment.

Outdoor Upgrades That Enhance Buyer Appeal

Bonus Resources: 

Tip #03

Low Maintenance Landscaping
Solutions for Ottawa
Homeowners

Ultimate Winter Flower List

 Buy Now

https://www.robertlandscapes.com/creating-low-maintenance-landscaping-solutions-for-busy-ottawa-homeowners/
https://www.robertlandscapes.com/creating-low-maintenance-landscaping-solutions-for-busy-ottawa-homeowners/
https://www.robertlandscapes.com/creating-low-maintenance-landscaping-solutions-for-busy-ottawa-homeowners/
https://www.ottawaflowers.com/blogs/ottawa-flowers-blog/winter-flowers-list?srsltid=AfmBOor-3ljrUroI3BbAXKJURY0BMUcCOQM8HLXNTyNz2iOMHRBO0SZA
https://www.homedepot.ca/product/hampton-bay-outdoor-steel-gas-patio-heater-46000-btus-in-black/1001885558?eid=PS_GO_140203__ALL_PLA-526641&pid=1001885558&store=7025&eid=PS_GOOGLE_D00_Corporate_GGL_Shopping_All-Products_All+Products__PRODUCT_GROUP_pla-294357559827&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=1624814283&gbraid=0AAAAADhdmz74TcnnnN2F2OLLe6Jag1RlT&gclid=Cj0KCQiAyP3KBhD9ARIsAAJLnnYr1k3-leuXzjbOL-ZOkCOdVLfCrh7ngaZL7Hm95SYmF73QTpOi67saAtcjEALw_wcB


06 Refresh the Lawn

If the lawn is patchy, adding
new grass or sod creates a
fuller, greener look that
immediately improves first
impressions.

These backyard upgrades are designed to enhance both
appearance and functionality, helping buyers see the

outdoor space as a natural extension of the home. A well-
presented yard creates a strong impression and adds to the

overall sense of value.

04 Covered Outdoor Structure

A simple covered structure, such as a pergola or gazebo, helps define an
outdoor living area and provides shelter from sun and light rain. This type
of feature adds visual interest and makes the space feel intentional
without requiring a full renovation.

05
All-Season Outdoor
Furnishings

Simple, weather-resistant
furniture helps buyers visualize
how the outdoor space can be
used without overcrowding the
yard.

Bonus Resources:

The Ultimate Guide For
Protecting Outdoor
Furniture 

https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/what-to-do-with-outdoor-patio-furniture-during-winter/?srsltid=AfmBOorLyG6jIQTeQGFOnqfKeQQpaP6XbqsOXN_TIB92N2g37LNlzQEq
https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/what-to-do-with-outdoor-patio-furniture-during-winter/?srsltid=AfmBOorLyG6jIQTeQGFOnqfKeQQpaP6XbqsOXN_TIB92N2g37LNlzQEq
https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/what-to-do-with-outdoor-patio-furniture-during-winter/?srsltid=AfmBOorLyG6jIQTeQGFOnqfKeQQpaP6XbqsOXN_TIB92N2g37LNlzQEq
https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/what-to-do-with-outdoor-patio-furniture-during-winter/?srsltid=AfmBOorLyG6jIQTeQGFOnqfKeQQpaP6XbqsOXN_TIB92N2g37LNlzQEq


Pro Tip
Organize your pantry and refrigerator. Buyers often peek inside, and neat,
organized storage spaces subtly reinforce the sense that the home has
been thoughtfully maintained.

Polish Your Home with Simple Repairs and Routine Maintenance

Small details can have a big impact on how buyers perceive a home.
Taking care of minor repairs and routine maintenance helps signal that
the property has been well cared for and reduces distractions during
showings.

Easy Repairs

Fixing leaky faucets:

A dripping faucet can suggest deferred maintenance. Fixing it is quick,
inexpensive, and reinforces the impression of a well-maintained home.

Squeaky doors:

Lubricate or adjust squeaky hinges so doors open and close smoothly. This
simple fix improves the overall showing experience and keeps buyers
focused on the space, not small annoyances.

Addressing minor issues like cracked tiles:

Repairing cracked tiles or small surface issues improves visual appeal
and shows attention to detail, helping the home feel move-in ready.

Tip #04



Replace cabinet doors and hardware

If cabinet boxes are in good condition, updating
the doors and hardware can dramatically change
the overall appearance. Contemporary styles
help modernize the kitchen and improve buyer
perception.

Cabinet Handles

Swapping outdated or circular handles for sleek,
modern styles is a simple upgrade that makes
the kitchen feel more current and intentional.
Small details like this can have an outsized
impact during showings.

High-Impact Kitchen and Bathroom Updates

Kitchens and bathrooms are two of the most influential spaces for
buyers. Small, strategic updates in these areas can significantly improve
first impressions and help your home feel more modern, clean, and
move-in ready without requiring a full renovation.

Kitchen Upgrades

Paint cabinets:

Painting existing cabinets is one of the most
cost-effective ways to refresh a kitchen. A neutral,
modern colour can instantly brighten the space
and give it a clean, updated look at a fraction of
the cost of replacement.

Tip #05



Explore this link for stylish,
budget-friendly kitchen cabinet
handles that work well with a
wide range of design styles.

Bonus Resources:

Stylish Neutral Kitchen
Ideas

 Buy Now

https://www.ringsend.com/blog/post/best-off-white-paint-colors
https://www.ringsend.com/blog/post/best-off-white-paint-colors
https://www.homedepot.ca/en/home/categories/building-materials/hardware/cabinet-and-drawer-hardware.html


Strategic kitchen and bathroom updates can significantly improve
how buyers perceive your home. By focusing on cost-effective
improvements that enhance style and functionality, you create a
more modern, move-in-ready feel that helps your property stand
out in Ottawa’s competitive real estate market.

Bathroom Updates

New Fixtures:

Replacing dated fixtures such as faucets, shower heads, and light fixtures is
a simple way to modernize a bathroom. These updates instantly refresh the
space and help it feel cleaner, brighter, and more current.

Cost-effective Backsplash:
Adding a simple backsplash in the bathroom or kitchen introduces texture
and visual interest without a major renovation. This small upgrade provides
a contemporary touch that elevates the overall look of the space.



Declutter and Depersonalize to Highlight Space

Decluttering and depersonalizing your home helps it feel more open,
neutral, and inviting. A clean, simplified space allows buyers to focus on
the home itself rather than personal belongings.

Decluttering Your Home

Work room by room and sort items into three clear categories:

Discard

Throw away items that are broken, worn out, or no longer usable.
Removing excess clutter immediately makes spaces feel larger and
cleaner.

Donate

Set aside items in good condition that you no longer need. Many charities
offer convenient pick-up services, making this an easy way to clear space
quickly.

A decluttered, depersonalized home feels brighter, more spacious, and
easier for buyers to imagine as their own. This simple step can significantly
improve first impressions and increase overall buyer appeal.

Sell

Consider selling items you no longer use but that still have value. A garage
sale or online marketplace can help reduce clutter while offsetting
moving costs.

Tip #06

Why This Matters?



Optional Upgrades

These improvements require a larger investment but can enhance
buyer perception when done selectively.

Refinishing hardwood floors can refresh
a home and create a clean, updated
look. While higher cost, it delivers
strong visual impact and can improve
competitiveness if floors are worn or
dated.

Refinish Hardwood Floors

Swap Your Garage Door

Replacing an outdated garage door can
significantly improve curb appeal and
modernize the exterior of your home.
This upgrade delivers strong visual
impact from the street.

Floors - Recommend Luxury
Vinyl Plank (LVP) Floors

LVP flooring is a durable, attractive
option that offers a clean, modern look.
It’s water-resistant, low-maintenance,
and often more affordable than
traditional hardwood.

Trim and Baseboards

Updating trim and baseboards with a
clean white finish refreshes the interior
and gives the home a more modern,
finished appearance.



These higher-investment upgrades can enhance your home’s
overall presentation when done selectively. In the right
situations, they help position the property more
competitively and appeal to buyers looking for a well-finished
home.

Exterior Paint

Refreshing the exterior with new paint
can dramatically improve curb appeal
and help the home feel well maintained
and move-in ready.

Replace Appliances with
Stainless Steel

Stainless steel appliances give
kitchens a more modern, cohesive
look. Gently used options can often
be found at a discount through
resale marketplaces.

Replace Wood Deck with Composite Boards

Upgrading a worn wood deck to composite boards offers a more
durable, low-maintenance option with a clean, modern look that holds
up well over time.



Why the Right Realtor Makes a Measurable Difference

Preparing your home is only part of the equation. Pricing strategy, market
timing, negotiation, and risk management play a major role in the final
outcome of your sale.

A skilled realtor helps you:
Price strategically, not emotionally, using local data and buyer
behaviour
Avoid over-investing in upgrades that won’t return value
Position your home correctly based on current market conditions
Manage negotiations to protect your bottom line, not just secure a
sale
Reduce legal and financial risk by anticipating issues before they arise

Beyond marketing, an experienced realtor acts as your advocate,
advisor, and buffer, handling complexity so you can make informed
decisions with confidence.

 The right realtor isn’t just there to list your home, but to guide you
through one of your largest financial transactions with clarity, honesty,
and a clear strategy from start to finish.

Tip #07



G O A L

Strategic
Pricing That
Maximizes
Buyer Demand

How It Works:

One of the most effective ways to drive strong interest is pricing your
home with intention. The right pricing strategy attracts the widest pool
of qualified buyers and positions your home competitively from day one.

In the right market conditions, pricing slightly below perceived market
value can increase exposure and buyer urgency. This approach
attracts more qualified buyers early and can create competitive
momentum during the listing period.

The New Way To List that Attract’s Pre-Approved Buyers and
Can Lead To Multiple Competing Offers Regardless of Market

Conditions

Tip #08

Max Price Home Sale System



This Strategy Will Also:

Generating strong initial curiosity and heightened interest in your
property. By positioning the home as a compelling opportunity,
buyers are more likely to engage, resulting in increased inquiries,
showings, and ultimately, offers.

Creating a sense of urgency and competition among buyers.
Strategic pricing encourages buyers to act decisively, fostering an
environment where multiple parties compete to secure the
property.

Encouraging multiple offers, which gives you greater flexibility
and control when reviewing terms. This competitive dynamic
can elevate perceived value and strengthen your negotiating
position.

Increasing the likelihood of cleaner offers with fewer conditions. In
competitive scenarios, buyers are often motivated to reduce
contingencies, helping streamline the process and support a
smoother, more efficient sale.



P L A N

Every successful sale starts with a clear strategy. The Pre-List Action
Plan helps establish a launch date and guides you step by step
through the pre-listing process, ensuring your home is fully prepared
before it hits the market. 

The first step is selecting the right launch date.

IMPORTANT POINTS TO CONSIDER:

Pre-List
Action Plan

Meet with your agent to
review goals, market
conditions, and pricing
strategy

4 WEEKS UNTIL LAUNCH 3 WEEKS UNTIL LAUNCH 2 WEEKS UNTIL LAUNCH

Activate your listing on the MLS
during regular business hours

Avoid launching on long weekends
or during peak travel periods

Provide sufficient notice to tenants
or anyone involved in the decision-
making process
Choose a launch date that allows
flexibility for showings and open
houses

Finalize and sign the
listing agreement and
required paperwork

Schedule a staging
consultation
Declutter and prepare the
home for showings
Finalize the showing
schedule

Complete minor repairs
and finishing touches

Schedule a deep cleaning
Arrange professional
photography
Arrange videography
Review and approve
marketing materials
Set clear instructions for
handling offers



Ready to take the next step?

Reach out to us for a FREE Home Evaluation and Comparative Market
Analysis before selling your Ottawa home and how we can help you
achieve your real estate goals.

© 2026 Arian & Keon Real Estate Team. All rights reserved.
This material is proprietary and may not be copied, reproduced, distributed, or adapted without written

permission.


